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Peterborough Diocesan Guild of Church Bellringers 
Peterborough Branch 

Minutes of the AGM held on Saturday, 15 January 2022 
at 16.00  

Via Zoom, courtesy of Hilary Hardie 

Attended by: 

A Dyer, W Bosworth, A Christie, N Elks, H Hardie, J Robinson, H Thorpe, J Thorpe, H 
Cornford, S Marsden, A Russell, J Benner, H Allton, J Nicholson, J Cowcill, J Burton, R 
and J Rogers, B Jones, D and P Teall, S Hudson, B Clapp, J McKee, C Burgess, D Banks 
and J Pocock. 

1.  Welcome from the Chairman 
AD welcomed everyone to the meeting. 

2.  Vote of thanks 
The decision to move to a Zoom meeting was late in the day. Arrangements for a physical 
meeting had already been agreed with St. Kyneburgha and the Cedar Centre, Castor. AD 
thanked the following: J Burton for setting it up, the Rector for the use of the Church, W 
Craven for offering to play the organ at the Service at no charge, Hazel for organising the 
Cedar Centre, and Bill Croft, a retired Vicar and bellringer, for offering to take the Service 
(which the Rector of St. Kyneburgha was also keen to attend).   

3.  Apologies   
D Street, J Webb, T Wright, R Fraser, S Upex, S and D Jones, G Christie. 

4. Approval of Minutes of 2021 AGM - 16 January 2021 
Proposed by J Burton and seconded by A Christie. Approved as a true record. 

5.  Matters Arising 
No matters arising.  

6.  Officer’s Reports: All reports are posted on the Branch website. 

Ringing Master: AD and HH thanked experienced ringers for helping out at the two 
Striking Workshops held at Nassington and Warmington in 2021.  There was still a 
formidable challenge to maintain ringing. 

Steward’s Report: NE made an additional comment at the AGM:  Philip Green (Cathedral 
Steeple Keeper) has kindly donated to the Branch a tin of Protectakote anti-slip paint. This 
can be applied to the ball of clappers as an aid to stop muffles from slipping. Any tower 
wishing to use the paint is welcome to contact NE. 
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Treasurer’s Report and Branch Accounts for 2021 are posted on the Branch website.  
The good news was that subscription payments had improved, and arrears were largely up 
to date.  

Press Secretary’s Report: TW has resigned from the Committee and was not present at 
the AGM.  AD recorded his thanks to Terry for all his work with the newsletter over the last 
five years. The committee needed to find a successor.  

Event Organiser Report:  A nil return from HH.  There had been two Striking Workshops, 
which had been well received.  There is further comment in Item 8.   

7.  Adoption of Accounts for 2021:  Proposed by HH and Seconded by JN. 

8.  Discussion on how to spend Branch funds to improve Tower safety/maintenance/ 
recruitment/ringing.   
AC confirmed that the Branch has reserves of £1,800, so the Committee has suggested 
that some of this was available to spend in these above four areas, across the Branch.  
Tower Correspondents and Captains should discuss with their band members and report 
back if they had a proposal: e.g. for a contribution to re-tune an odd struck bell; to facilitate 
a return to ringing by offering workshops to individual towers or clusters on Striking and/or 
Ringing up and down in peal; or making bells easier to ring.  There was a suggestion that 
refreshments for workshops could be funded too, but HA urged the Branch to bear in mind 
that funds must be spent with a charitable objective in mind.   

WB asked HA whether the Guild had any suggestions to make.  Her response was that it 
was hard to generalise, as each Branch was in different financial circumstances.  

CB said the Guild has bell funds for improving bells. We shouldn’t duplicate efforts, but the 
Guild is limited to a 10% contribution, with Towers having to raise the remainder.  So there 
was still plenty of room for Guild contributions without duplication, and precedent for doing 
this when Branch funds were already being used.   

9.  Castor Ringing School Report: HH, new Head Tutor, thanked David Teall for all his 
work as her predecessor, from which she had learned and benefitted. The School is 
vibrant and good for the future of ringing in the area. Given the current COVID climate, the 
School is short of experienced ringers at times, but they were managing.  JR, a recent 
graduate of the School, expressed her appreciation to David Teall and the Castor team for 
all their work. 

10.  Election of new members.  The following have been nominated and accepted as 
new members to the Peterborough Branch: 

Wittering: 
Geoff Bridges 
Polly Bridges 
Matthew Osbourne 
Nicola Silk 
Anna Szatan 

Barnack 
Barbara Mylott 
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Nassington 
Steve Fuller 
Kevin Jenkins 

Castor 
Steven Brown 
Deborah Bray 

The above were nominated as a group by H Hardie and J Burton, and approved by the 
meeting.  Their welcome packs will be presented at an appropriate practice, depending on 
when the majority would be present.   

11.  Presentation of Certificates 
JB was part of a band that rang a Peal conducted by David Banks at Thornhaugh, 50 
years to the day (and the hour) after David himself rang his first Peal.  JB will be presented 
with his first Peal Certificate at Castor in the coming weeks.  

12.  Election of Branch Officers for 2022 

Position Nomination Proposed by Seconded by

Chairman  A Dyer J Robinson B Clapp

Ringing Master J Thorpe J Burton H Cornford

Deputy Ringing Master W Bosworth A Dyer A Christie

Secretary J Pocock A Dyer J Thorpe

Treasurer A Christie J Benner H Cornford

Steward N Elks B Clapp J Burton

Press Correspondent Vacant

Guild Management 
Committee 
Representative

N Elks J Burton B Clapp

100 Club Representative H Hardie A Dyer J Pocock
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The above were all elected, unopposed. 

*HH suggested that as Chris Groome wished to stand down, he could be appointed for a 
final year, while HH and AC identify a new Independent Examiner.   

AD sought the view of NE on the role of the GMC representative.  The GMC meets once a 
year, typically in Northampton, after the Branch meetings and before the Guild AGM.  The 
GMC is the conduit to ensure that activity in the Guild is passed on to the Central Council, 
and guidance/advice is returned to the Branch via the GMC member.   

13. Nomination of Guild Officers: nominations can be made both at the branch AGM and 
prior to it, by contacting the Guild Secretary. As far as HA is aware, all current office 
holders are prepared to stand again, so no action was currently needed. Anyone 
nominating a member for a Guild Office needs a proposer and seconder.  

14.  Discussion/nomination of Branch events and programme for 2022.   
HH happy to roll over the planned 2021 Tower tour of Huntingdonshire to this year, as she 
already has the contacts.  There was a request to ensure that the tour date didn’t conflict 
with other Guild events.  HH indicated she already had dates for 2022 Guild events and 
would avoid any clash.  

Striking, and Ringing up and down in peal, were both popular items for future workshops 
and very much required. HC endorsed that.  

HT suggested that while much effort is being invested in workshops for ringers trying to 
perfect Striking and Ringing up and down in peal, there was a dearth of workshops for 
ringers trying to move from 6 to 8 bell ringing and beyond.  HT suggested a workshop at 
the Cathedral for selected ringers, but would need to get agreement from Cathedral 
administrators to host such an event and to ring all day. Ringers would need to be 
identified and approached with an invitation to participate, so it would be a targeted event.   

HA commented that she wanted to promote the 10 bell practice held every other month.  
The next practice is Saturday, 22 January at Higham Ferrers.  

JT wanted to reflect on practice nights versus workshops and the merits of both.  DT said 
workshops focusing on a particular aspect of ringing - Striking or Ringing up and down in 
peal - is advantageous, with experienced ringers on hand to support each individual ringer.  
DT went on to say that another gap after ringing the first QP on the inside is the move to 
get ringers to progress towards learning Cambridge or take steps towards ringing it.   

JN said, as a recipient, she agrees focusing on one aspect of ringing is good.  Practice 
nights with good support are also beneficial.   

Examiner of Accounts C Groome *

Branch Committee 
Members (3)

C Roberts Lewis 
J Robinson 
H Thorpe

H Hardie H Cornford
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WB said if he was invited to attend a practice night to help guide newer ringers, he would 
happily do so.    

15.  Address by visiting Guild Officer - Helen Allton: 
Rules Committee: At the GMC in 2021, it was agreed to form a committee to review and 
update the current Guild and branch rules. With the difficulties of meeting over the rest of 
2021, this has not been progressed. We are now looking for volunteers to contribute. The 
remit includes the scope and detail of the Guild rules, Branch rules and Bell Fund rules, 
which all need to be revised. Any volunteers should e-mail the Guild Secretary. They do 
not need to hold any post at branch or Guild level, nor be the most experienced of ringers. 
  
Old Black Lion & St Peters: The project is run by the Churches Conservation Trust to 
use the Old Black Lion pub as a source of funding for St Peter’s, which is adjacent. The 
CCCBR are working with the CCT to use the facility and put an 8 bell training simulator in 
the OBL. There is work planned to make St Peter’s more useable and available to 
complement this. We needed members’ ideas on what they would want from such a 
centre, on learning & teaching, on specific subject courses (and the format thereof), plus 
opportunities for quarter peals, etc. We will be debating this at the GMC, so ideas from 
branches would be valuable. They can provide that information to their Chairman (Alex), 
GMC rep (Nick) or to the executive. 
  
100th anniversary: The 100th Anniversary sub-committee have put together ideas for a 
wide selection of events to take place every month during the anniversary year 2024, 
including those that have been put forward by members across the branches. There will 
also be a range of commemorative merchandise for purchase.  It is hoped that all 
members find something of interest to mark this very significant year. There is a photo 
competition running until the Summer Festival, for images to contribute to a Guild 
Calendar for the anniversary year. Seasonal images of churches or anything related to a 
church with bells, single images or a collection of images: all are welcomed. Details are on 
the website. The committee can be contacted at pdgcbr100@gmail.com 

16.  Any other business.  DT said there has been no discussion on plans for Jubilee 
Ringing.  AD said nothing has been formalised. This would be discussed at the next 
Committee meeting.  Secretary’s note: this will take place at St. Mary’s on Thursday 27 
January 2022. 

HT said there will be more ringing on the weekend of 3 June, to coincide with the Service 
at St. Paul’s for The Queen’s Platinum Jubilee.   HT also said that there are more bells 
than ringers, so this needed to be managed.  SM added there was something about all this 
on the CCCBR website.   

HA was keen that ringing should be spread out over the whole weekend.  HH used 
Ringing for Remembrance as an example of how bands rang in their home towers and 
then supported other ringing across the Branch.  The same idea could be used for the 
June Jubilee weekend ringing.   

There was no other business.  AD again thanked HH for hosting and all participants for 
attending.    
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